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The Messenger is the 

monthly newsletter of 
Mount Hope Lutheran 
Church. 
 
Newsletter Staff 
Donna Ihlenfeld, Editor 
Joyce Holm, Distribution 
Dave Jonasen, Photographer 
Jane Bereiter, Assembly 
Sharon Kopacz, Assembly 
Connie Sawinski, Assembly 
Diana Schermer, Assembly 
 

If you would like to share member 
stories, congregation news, 
wedding or new arrival 
announcements, event photos,  
etc., please submit to 
donna.mthope@sbcglobal.net 
 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 

The church office is closed during 
the noon lunch hour (12:00ñ
1:00 p.m.). The church office is 
not open on Saturday or Sunday. 
 

 

Just for Kids 
(Answers to puzzles on page 10) 
 

Luke 2:1-20 
Caeser, Manger, Galilee, Son, 
Birth, Afraid, Glory, Earth, 
Peace, Mary Joseph, Judea, 
Census, Fields, David Joy, 
Firstborn, Inn, Nazareth, 
Augustus, Shepherds, Bethlehem, 
Angel, Night, Born, Decree. 
 

Merry Christmas 
 
òPeace on EarthóéòGood Will 
to Alló 
Manger, angel, Joseph, star, 
Mary, Bethlehem, gold, Magi, 
cloths, shepherd 
 
Glory to God 

Staff & Worship Info  

Pastoral Staff  
Rev. Steven Clingman 
Senior Pastor 
E-mail: steve@mounthopelutheranchurch.org 

Cell: 262-212-2343  
 

 
Rev. Jennifer Carlson 
Associate Pastor for Youth & Family 
E-mail: jennifer@mounthopelutheranchurch.org 

Cell: 414-405-7945 

  Mount Hope Lutheran Church 
   Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
   8633 West Becher Street, West Allis, WI 53227 

   Phone: 414-541-9500     
   Fax: 414-541-9115 
   E-mail: office@mounthopelutheranchurch.org 
   Website: mounthopelutheranchurch.org 

 

Worship Services   

Saturday 5:30 p.m.ñSimple Lutheran liturgy in the Chapel   
Sunday 8:30 a.m.ñLutheran liturgy led by organ, hymns and special music.  
Sunday 10:00 a.m.ñPraise and celebration led by band. Guided by PowerPoint 
presentation.  
 

Communion Schedule 
Holy Communion is included in all weekend services.  
 

Sunday School (SeptemberñMay) 
10:00 a.m. 

Church Staff 
Donna Ihlenfeld 
Administrative Assistant 
donna@mounthopelutheranchurch.org 
 

Judy Shabman 
Bookkeeper and Accounts Payable  
judy@mounthopelutheranchurch.org 
 

Marge Solie 
Accounts Receivable  
marge@mounthopelutheranchurch.org 
 

Glen Dawursk, Jr. 
Youth Ministry Director 
glen@yuthguy.com 
 

Sue Ahlf 
Sunday School Director 
sue@mounthopelutheranchurch.org 
 

Sue Takacs 
Adult Ministry Coordinator 
goldfinchhaven@sbcglobal.net 
 

Jennifer Coffman 
Nursery Staff 
 

Tom Giesfeldt  
Custodian 
 

Paul Ramthun 
Custodian 

Music Staff 
Bonnie Jean Barczak 
Hope Choir Director 
 

Kay Belich 
Instrumental Ensemble Director  
Handbell Choir Director 
 

Deborah Brooks 
Praise Choir Director 
 

Jill Dahlgren 
Hope Choir Accompanist 

 

Janice Heins 
Organist 
 

Donna Jonasen 
Music Coordinator 
New Hope Worship Leader 
 

Pat Kaiser 
Instrumental Ensemble Director 
 

Debbie Morgan 
Minstrels Director 



GOD'S CHRISTMAS PUZZLE 

 

If a puzzle is perfectly represented in great detail 

and high definition color on the box in all its 

glorious detail, then why bother to put it together?  

Why not just cut out the picture from the card 

board box and place a frame around it? Of 

course the question misses the point of a puzzle. 

 

The delight of a puzzle is watching an emerging 

picture or finding that one piece hidden like a 

needle in the haystack that completes the image or 

is the satisfaction of literally and metaphorically 

putting all the pieces together. 

 

God has given us a picture of the perfect Savior in 

the Nativity of Jesus. Advent is the work of putting 

the pieces together from prophets of old, and John 

the Baptist in the background and then getting to 

the central scene of Mary and Joseph and the 

Angels. When the Nativity is finally complete, 

Christmas is the joy of beholding the greatest 

scene ever to come upon humanity. There is the 

happiness of putting that puzzle together with 

children who find wonder in each person, animal, 

and object in the nativity. 

 

Christmas is also the time for us to place ourselves 

on the table of life to be fitted in God's grand 

picture of the church on earth. Charles Swindoll 

wrote in Growing Strong (pp. 400-1), òSome gifts 

you can give this Christmas are beyond monetary 

value: Mend a quarrel, dismiss suspicion, tell 

someone, ôI love you.õ Give something away--

anonymously. Forgive someone who has treated 

you wrong. Turn away wrath with a soft answer. 

Visit someone in a nursing home. Apologize if you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

were wrong. Be especially kind to someone with 

whom you work. Give as God gave to you in 

Christ, without obligation, or announcement, or 

reservation, or hypocrisy.ó 

 

You see Godõs Christmas puzzle is alive. It is 

dynamic. It is still developing, growing, and 

changing. The nativity is not complete until we 

place our piece in the scene and follow Christ to 

the cross and the empty tomb. 

 

It is possible also to say that only when we place 

ourselves in the scene do we really understand 

how all the pieces fit. Godõs Christmas puzzle calls 

for our involvement in order to be completed. 

  

Merry Christmas! 

 

Pastor Steven D. Clingman 
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Upcoming Events  

Decorate the Church for  
Christmas on Saturday, December 3 

from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. No tal-
ent needed. Come and help for a 
short time or stay the whole morning. 
Weõll have hot chocolate & donuts 
waiting for you!  Questions? Contact 
Sandy Sikich at 321-8671. 

 
Outreach Team 

Christmas on the Avenue 
Thatõs right, Christmas on the Avenue, 
West Allisõ Christmas parade is com-
ing December 3, 2011.  We will be 
walking in the parade again this 
year, joined by K-loveõs car and 
handing out hot chocolate packets 
with invitations to Mount Hopeõs Can-
dlelight Christmas Concert and Christ-
mas Services.  We need you to help 
get the word out!  Can you walk in 
the parade? Donate hot chocolate 
packets (we think we need about 800 
this year.)?  Check out the bulletin 
board near the elevator or email 
Pastor Jennifer: Jennifer 
@mounthopelutheranchurch.org if you 
can help. 

 
Outreach Team 

Family Game Night 
Save the Date!  The Outreach Team 
will be hosting a family board game 
and card game  (no electronic games 
please) night on January 27, 2012  
 

from 6:30 to 9 p.m.  All ages are  
welcome.  Bring a board game and a 
snack or beverage to share.  Donõt 
forget to invite a friend!  Let them 

come and see Christ at Mount Hope! 
 
Annual Meeting & Chili Lunch 
On Sunday, January 29, 2012, we 
have our annual church meeting from 
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Our meet-
ing will begin right after church. Nurs-
ery service will be available. Immedi-
ately following the meeting, we all 
meet downstairs in the Fellowship 
Room for a Chili Luncheon.  
Bring a batch of your favorite chili or 
a loaf of bread to the fellowship hall 
before the 10:00 a.m. service. We 
will have a chili luncheon with op-
tional 'best of' competition. One pot 
will have  co-mingled chili, so bring 
chili to add to this pot, or enter the 
compete. (The competitors should sub-
mit a batch of chili that will be judged 
in several categories. Unusual entries 
should list unusual ingredients or de-
gree of heat so our palates will not be 
too surprised.) Donations of bread, 
butter, crackers, sour cream and 
shredded cheese can be made as 
well. A sign up sheet will be posted 
on the òSign Upó bulletin board. 

 
Join us on Thursday mornings! 
Mt Hope Thursday Fellowship Center 
is open Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Lunch at 
noon. We are open to all men, 
women, singles, and couples. We 
have many activities, programs, holi-
day celebrations, and more for you 
to enjoy.  If you would like to join us, 
and share your life, or talents, with 
uségive Sue a call for more informa-
tion. @414-510-4809. Why not 
drop by for a visit, and bring a 
friend?!  

 
Save the Date 
Saturday, April 28, 2012, Mt. Hope 
is going to hold a Spring Luncheon for 
anyone ages 1 to 100.   

 
We have a new staff 
member!  
Welcome to Paul Ramthun, our 
part-time custodian. He works 
daytime hours on Monday, 
Thursday and Friday. A note from 
Paulé òI am a member of 
Greenfield Park Lutheran Church.  I 
studied at MATC and hold a degree 
in Carpentry and Cabinetmaking.   
My family includes my wife Jodie, 
and our son Patrick.  I am an Eagle 
Scout and I enjoy helping out with 
my sons Cub Scout Pack. I am 
looking forward to working at 
Mount Hope and meeting new 
people.ó 
 

Severe weather closing 
information  
For information about closing or 
cancellation of Mount Hope events 
or activities during severe 
weather: 

Watch WTMJ Channel 4 or 
WISN Channel 12 

Visit WISN.com or 
todaystmj4.com  

Listen for closings on the radio 
at: 620AM WTMJ or 94.5 
LakeFM.  

Call the church office and 
listen to special recorded 
announcements.  

Visit our website: 
mounthopelutheranchurch.org 

 

ITõS NOT TOO LATE!  
 

Forgot to turn in your pledge sheet, but still want to 
make your commitment?  Not a problem.  Hereõs 
what you can do: 

Put your pledge sheet in the offering plate any 
Sunday 
Drop it off at the church office 

Mail it to Mt. Hope Lutheran Church at 8633 
W. Becher Street, West Allis 53227 

Extra forms are available on the table in the Fireside 
Room or from the office. 

http://www.wisn.com
http://www.todaystmj4.com
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Christmas Schedule & Events   

Friends of Luther Manor  

Holiday Love Lights to Honor 
Loved Ones 
Friends of Luther Manor is inviting 
the community to honor loved 
ones in a special, very visible, 
way this holiday season by 
participating in the Love Lights 
program. Love Lights transforms 
an ordinary blue spruce in front 
of Luther Manor, located at 
4545 N. 92nd St., into a shining, 
30-foot tribute to loved ones 
through the sale of decorative 
lights. You may purchase lights in 
honor or memory of a loved one, 
An individual light is $5 and a 
string is $100.   
 
Proceeds are used for facility 
improvements and other 
initiatives. Friends of Luther 
Manor hopes to collect enough to 
purchase four automatic doors 
and to enhance raised garden 
areas.   
 
This holiday event not only offers 
an opportunity to celebrate a 
loved one or honor someone who 
has brightened your life, but also 
enhances the quality of life for 
the residents at Luther Manor. 
 
Love Lights will culminate in a 
special tree light ceremony and 
reception at Luther Manor on 
Thursday, December 15 at 4:30 
p.m. 
 
If you would like to purchase 
lights, a donation card can be 
picked up in the Luther Manor 
rack on the table in the Fireside 
Room.  Return cards in the 
addressed envelope, give to 
Ginny Oistad, or turn in at the 
church office.   
 

Ginny Oistad 
Luther Manor Key Person 

414-507-1483 

 

Christmas   

Worship  

Schedule &  

Special 

Events  
 

 

 

Christmas Candlelight Concert  
Sunday, December 11, 2011  

4:00 p.m. ( NEW TIME!)  

Come and enjoy the beautiful music of the Christmas season. All 

of the Mt. Hope vocal and instrumental choirs will be performing, 

including our new childrenõs choir, Children of Hope. This spe-

cial Mt. Hope tradition is the perfect way to welcome Christmas. 

Bring a friend!  

 
Golden Member Worship & Luncheon  

Tuesday, December 13, 2011  

11:00 a.m.  - Service  

12:00 p.m.  - Luncheon 

The Golden Member service is a special service for all members 

age 75 years and older, as well as homebound members. The 

communion service will begin at 11:00 a.m., followed by a lunch-

eon at 12:00 p.m. If you would like to attend please RSVP to 

Donna in the church office at 541 -9500.  

 
Christmas Worship Schedule  

Christmas Eve  
Saturday, December 24, 2011  
5:00 p.m.  - Family Service  

10:00 p.m.  (NEW TIME!)  - Candlelight Service  
 

Christmas Day  
Sunday, December 25, 2011  

10:00 a.m. - Festival Service  

 
Lessons & Carols Services  
Saturday, December 31, 2011 - 5:30 p.m.  

Sunday, January 1, 2012 - 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.  
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Godõs work. Our Hands. 

Ways to serve 
others through the 
churché 
 

Third World Mission Store 
As you do your holiday shopping 
please remember that Fair trade is 
more than a product. Our partner, 
SERRV provides fair prices, vital 
income, training, grants, and 
resources which enable our 
partners to improve their lives and 
forge long-term sustainable futures 
for families. Your support of the 
Mission Store helps to eradicate 
poverty by providing education 
and empowerment. We thank you 
for your support. 

Pat Morris  
 

Lutheran World Relief 
In October we sent 301 Health Kits 
to LWR. We plan to make up kits 
again for next year but there have 
been some changes.  The new 
Personal Care Kits will each 
include one light weight or medium 
weight, dark color, bath size towel 
(approximately 52ó x 27ó) , 2 
bath size bars of soap (4-5 oz.), 
one adult size toothbrush, one 
sturdy comb and one metal nail 
clippers.  Toothbrush multi-packs 
may now be used by putting the 
tooth brush into a business-size 
envelope. School kits have also 
changed.  Supplies are now to be 
sent in a draw-string backpack-
style cloth bag (approx. 14ó x 
17ó).  We celebrate Sudsy 
Sunday the first Sunday of every 
month when we collect soap for 
LWR and Good Samaritan 
Outreach Center. Everything can  
be put into the òsoap boxó in the 
Fireside Room. 

Kathy Schultz 
 

Gifts for Good Samaritan 
Christmas is coming and the 

collection of gifts for the kids of 
Good Samaritan Outreach Center 
continues.  Check the wish-list found 
on the table at church for some 
ideas.  If you are not able to shop, 
remember that cash donations are 
always welcome and Kathy loves 
to shop.  Checks should be made 
out to Mount Hope and ear-
marked òChristmas Giftsó.  Why 
donõt you also feed something 
extra-special to the òHungry 
Lionó.  Call Kathy (414-543-
4911) with questions.   

Kathy Schultz 

 
Serenity Inns 
The men at the Inn are warm 
because of the donated coats and 
other winter clothing (THANK 
YOU!) and the grounds are ready 
for winter thanks to volunteers like 
Paul Guttormsson and others who 
dealt with lots of leaves, weeds 
and overgrown trees during the 
yard clean-up.  Now the guys are 
ready for a nice home-cooked 
meal.  Mount Hope is committed to 
bringing the òFellowship Dinneró 
on the third Sunday evening of 
each month.  (Sometimes additional 
dates are also open--call for more 
info.)  If youõve never brought 
dinner before you can be paired 
with someone who has. Sign-up 
sheets are located on the bulletin 
board near the elevator. 
Additional information can also be 
found there or contact Meghan 
Matranga (414-477-7939)or 
(mmatranga@wi.rr.com).  Thank 
you everyone! 

Meghan Matranga 
 

Hephatha 
Our Christmas visit to Hephatha is 
on December 18th and we could 
use your help. We will be giving 
each child an ornament from their  
friends at Mount Hope.  Sign-up 
sheets are located on the right side  

 
of the mail-boxes.  Dates for 2012 
are March 25th, June 24th, August 
19th, October 14th and December  
9th.  Please mark your calendars.  
Call Kathy (414-543-4911 if 
youôd like to know more.  

Kathy Schultz 
 

Meru Coffee 
Meru coffee is available every 
Sunday opposite the church office 
between services or by special 
order. Contact Ellen Knowles (414-
321-7688). Drip regular, decaf 
and perk grinds or beans are 
available in 12 oz. bags.  Four lb. 
bags can be special ordered.  If 
you need a special gift Ellen can 
create a basket filled with goodies 
just for you. Please consider 
purchasing this delicious, full-
bodied coffee and help the 
farmers of Tanzania work for a 
better life! 

òWe are your 

servants, dear 

Lord. Use our 

heads, hearts, 

and hands to 

serve youéó 
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Sunday School & AoB  

Sunday School theme for the 
yearñWe Are Family!   
In this last rotation lesson the kids 

learned of another family 
in the Old Testamentñ
Isaac and Rebekah.  They 
learned that Abrahamõs 
servant trusted God to 
guide him in finding a 
wife for Isaac.  Rebekah 
was the young lady that 
was chosen, and her 
family trusted that this 
was a good match.  Isaac 
and Rebekah trusted that 
God would give them 
children to form their own 
family, and God came 
throughñ giving them 

twins!  God made these twin boys, 
Esau and Jacob, different from each 
other and each was unique.  Because 
of this, these brothers didnõt always 
get along, and this family had issues 
like many families.  Theirs involved a 

birthright 
given away 
and a blessing 
taken away.  
Families were 
very important 
during this 
time and so 
were blessings.  
We learned 
that we are 
blessed to 
have a family 
that loves and 
cares for us.   
 
Our Bible 
verse for this 
rotation is a 
blessing that is 
familiar to a 
lot of us from 

Numbers 6:24-26: òMay the Lord 
bless you and take care of you: May 
the Lord be kind and gracious to you: 
May the Lord look on you with favor 

and give you peace.ó  May you take 
a moment in your busy lives and use 
this blessing with your family.  
Remember, we are all blessed to 
have God watching over us and 
caring for us.  He loves us no matter 
what happens. 
 

Our preschoolers learned that not 
only does God take care of us, God 
calls each of us.  They heard how 
God called the Israelites to tumble 
Jerichoõs walls, they learned how God 
called Samuel to serve him and they 
learned that it took a big fish to show 
Jonah that God was calling him.   
Next is our Christmas lesson, where 
they learn about the birth of baby 
Jesus and we celebrate his birthday! 
 

Let the children sing: 

The Sunday School children 
will be singing in church on 
December 18 at the 10 a.m. 
service  
Rehearsals for the preschool ages 3-4 
years, will take place during their 
Sunday School hour. Song sheets are 
available so parents can practice with 
their children at home.  

 

Rehearsals for 5K-5th grade will take 
place after Sunday School (11-11:30 
a.m.) in Room 118-120 every Sunday 
through December 11.  In addition to 
singing these songs for December 
18th, they will also have the 
opportunity to sing these same songs 
along with 2 Mass Choir anthems at 
the Mt. Hope Christmas Candlelight 
concert on December 11th. This is the 
same rehearsal for both singing 
opportunities.   
 

Sunday School will take a 
holiday break. There will be no 

Sunday School on December 25 or 
January 1. Sunday School will resume 
on January 8, 2012. 
 

Sue Ahlf 
Sunday School Director 

AoB  
Affirmation of Baptism and Jr. High Yah! is a ministry to 
6th, 7th and 8th graders 
  
December  4  
4 ð 5:30 p.m. Christmas Caroling at Sunrise Apartments 
December 11  
CLASS CANCELED!  JOIN US FOR THE CANDLE LIGHT  
CONCERT! 
December 18   
4 ð 5:30 p.m. Jr. High Yah! 
January 8  
3:30 ð 5:30  8th grade ð Puppetry Practice 
4 ð 5:30 p.m. 6th and 7th ð 10 Commandments: 1-3  
  Relationship between God and humans 
January 15  
4 ð 5:30 p.m. 6th through 8th ð Tour Good Samaritan 
January 29  
4 ð 5:30 p.m. Jr. High Yah! 
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Congregation News  

Membership News 
Baptisms:  
Riley Artz was baptized on 
November 13, 2011, daughter of 
Adam and Kelly Artz. Baptism 
sponsors are Jessica Gardner and 
Rahsaan Dunn.  
 
Deaths: 
Beverly Nekichñ10/30/2011  
 

Membership:  
Baptized-964 Confirmed-764  

 

Special December Wedding 
Anniversaries 
50 plus  
Lorraine and Ray Piaskowskiñ56 
Russell and Jill Bishopñ55 
Edward and Joyce Stromñ50  
Happy Anniversary! 
 

Memorial Gifts 
Bibles for Confirmands - $64.14 
In memory of Alice Lewis 
 

Pew Cushions - $1,370 
In memory of Ron Nefstead 
 

Sound Investment - $800 
In memory of Ron Nefstead 
 

Worship Center Projection System-$50 
In memory of Sandra Nason 
 

Grand Piano - $1,515 
In memory of Sandra Nason 
 

Undesignated - $1,000 
In memory of Howard Paulsen 
 

Quilterõs Group - $20 
In memory of Sandra Nason 
 

Serving Our Country 
Thank you for your continued  
prayers for our military troops. We 
especially remember our members 
and friendsé 

Joshua Christiansen 
Andrew Clingman 
Sean Demeter 

Benjamin DuFour 
Dean Forrest 
Jeff Foti 
Greg Hastings 
Kayla Kempen  
Michael Strelow 

 

Home from Military service:  
Joey Schmid 
Joshua Schmid 

 

Thank You Notesé 
To Our Nice Neighbors, 
We wish to express our 
appreciation for letting us park our 
cars in your lot during the long 
street renovations. It made our lives 
a little easier, especially with our 
two small children. We also have 
enjoyed your òTrunk or treató 
generosity.  
Thank you again, 
The Konkol Family 
 
The family of Sandra Nason would 
like to thank everyone for the many 
prayers, cards, memorial gifts, and 
concerns. Thank you also to the 
ladies that served the luncheon, and 
provided the cakes. Special thanks 
to the Hope Choir for singing at the 
memorial service. Your kindnesses 
and hospitality were deeply 

appreciated.   

Thank you to The Lynde 
and Harry Bradley 
Foundation. Mount Hope 

recently received a generous grant 
of $1,000 from the Lynde and 
Harry Bradley Foundation, to 
support the  general operating 
fund at Mount Hope.   

 
Prayer Ministry 
Have a prayer request?  Fill out a 
card in the pew and drop it in the 
offering plate or call the church 
office with your request. The Prayer 

Gathering Group meets weekly for 
prayer, and requests are also sent 
to the Prayer Chain Group. The 
prayer chain captain for December 
is Jean Guenther 541-3936. 
 

Church Directory Updates 
Please make the following address 
updates to your 2011 Guide Book 
& Directory: 
 

Lori Gramza 
414-852-0666 
 

Carol Jerdee 
414-235-3805 

 

McNall Family 
262-623-6144  
   

Harold Nelson 
Library Square -1820 S. 75th St. 
#129, West Allis, WI  53214 
 

Alice Neuok - 414-218-4643 
 

Jenna Puffer 
3822 S. 35th St., Greenfield, WI  
53221 

 

Bernice Siegel 
3023 S. 84th St. Rm. 8G, West Allis, 
WI  53227 
 

James & JoAnn Weishan 
6313 Parkview Rd., Greendale, WI   
53129 
 

Shawn Wells 
170 N. 63rd St., Milwaukee, WI  
53213 
 

Larissa Wenszell 
3413 Quigby Rd., Waterloo, IA  
50701 

 

Have any news to share? 
Send us your news, photos, 
wedding, baby or graduation 
announcements, stories, notes, etc. 
to: donna.mthope@sbcglobal.net.  
The deadline for the January 
newsletter is Friday, December 9, 
2011.  
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Community Coordinator 
needed! 
Are you able to help communicate 
information inside the church?  Check 
out the job description and give 
Pastor Jennifer a call (541-9500) if 
God is leading you to this important 
ministry. Coordinator job description:  

V Communicate ministry needs to 
the council and council to ministries 
through monthly contact and written 
report. 

V Attend monthly coordinator 
meeting 1st Tuesday of the month @ 
6 p.m. 

V Work  as a group to coordinate 

the church calendar 

V Work with your coordination 
team members 

V Help fill vacancies on ministry 
teams 

V Collaborate with team leaders 
for special events 

V Encourage team leaders to 
submit their annual budgets to the 
Financial Management Team 

V Create/Manage a publicity 
board highlighting your ministry 
teams for 1 given month each year. 

V Create a flyer for your ministry 

area for your given month each year 

V This ministry needs excellent 
communication skills 

This position needs a minimum of 2 
hours per month, and a maximum of 
10 hours per month.  Much of the 
work for this position may be done 
electronically depending on the 
availability of your team leaders.  
 
Help Wanted 
Tuesday, December 13 is the 
Christmas Golden Member Service 
and Luncheonéfor our older 
members of Mt Hope. Volunteers are  
needed to  help out with the luncheon 
from 10:00 am to 1:00 p.m. that 
day.  If you can help with cooking, 
serving, decorating, or  baking a 
dozen extra cookies,   
please contact Sue Takacs 414-510-
4809. Sign up on the bulletin board 
next to the elevator. Thank you! 

Faithful Stewards  

Shirley BudlowñA Faithful Steward 
Shirley Budlow has been a member of Mt. Hope for 57 years.  Clara Patzke 
was the first person to ask her to get involved in service, and she has been 
very involved ever since.  Shirley has been  
making baptismal napkins for as long as she 
can remember.  At first she called and 
asked people to help make them.  When 
help was no longer available, she took on 
the project herself.  They originally bought 
small crosses and stitched them onto the 
napkins.  The cost was $1 each and Shirley 
thought that was too expensive, so she made 
her own pattern and stitched it on the nap-
kins herself.  She buys all of the materials to 
make these napkins so there is no cost to the 
church.   
 
Shirley also picks up the laundry from the 
sacristy.  She washes the element covers with 
quilt soap so the embroidery is not dam-
aged.  Once a year, she washes all of the  
acolyte and assisting minister robes.  It is a big job to haul 16 robes home, 
wash them, and get them back to church.  Arthritis has made this difficult, but 
rather than giving up, Shirley has enlisted family members to help transport 
them. 
 
Many people have benefitted from Shirleyõs baking skills, whether it was 
cakes at funerals, meetings or other occasions.  She has also baked many 
loaves of communion bread.  Her children learned early on to ask if goodies 
were for church or if they could eat them.  For many years she has been in 
charge of arranging to have food and/or cakes made for funerals, and has 
high praise for the faithful volunteers she works with.  She was also in 
charge of getting volunteers to make meals for families in need during the 
time that Mt. Hope had that program.  Of course, Shirley also contributed 
food for these causes. 
 
While working full time and raising a family, Shirley found a plethora of 
other ways to serve at Mt. Hope:  

Teaching Sunday School for many years, then becoming the 
department leader and substituting as needed 

Active member of the Mothersõ Club 

Longtime member of the Rachel Circle 

Member of ALCW (a womenõs group that gathered to study 
scriptures and socialize) 

Made crismons for the churchõs Christmas trees 

Member of the Altar Guild for many years (this group maintains 
and changes the paraments for the seasons of the church year) 

Prayer Chain captain 

Weekly supporter of the Hungry Lion 
 

What a great example of a faithful steward!  Thank you Shirley! 
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Parish Nurse Notebook  

Answers to Just for Kids puzzles are on page 2 

Parish Nurse Notebook:   
May the Prince of Peace Give You 
a Calm & Joyful Spirit This Holiday 
Season! 
To keep stress under control during the 
holidays in a life that is already hur-
ried, try cutting back this year: 

Adjust your expectations.  Instead 
of baking multiple cookie recipes, 
bake just one favorite. Bake the others 
once a month during the rest of the 
year. 

Recruit family members to help 
address Christmas cards.  Or, divide 
your list among 12 months and sur-

prise your friends and relatives with a 
letter or email at another time of the 
year. 

Shop online or through catalogs. 
Wrap as the gifts arrive in the mail. 

Focus on devotions by the fire or 
singing carols around the Advent 
wreath. 

The Christmas tree and other 
decorations donõt have to be perfect. 
Enjoy the process. 

Get plenty of sleep, eat fruits and  
vegetables, and drink lots of water.  

Keep meals simple, even Christ-
mas dinner. Enjoy relationships of 

those around your table. Grace them 
with your calm and caring presence. 
 
St. Paul encourages us with these 
words, òDo not be anxious about any-
thing, but in everything, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.ó  Philippians 4: 6-7. 
 
(Excerpt ò From a Parish Nurseó, Jane 
Geske, R.N., C.) 
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